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INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of this study 4a to design an estate showing 
Chinese influence thet would be practice] in the United States, 

It was asswxed thet the estrte would be in the vicinity 
of Weshingtony DP. Ce and thet it would be ceeupied by the 
Chinese Ambassador to this country, The ambassador, while he 
resides in this country, would like to have gardens on his 
estate showing Chinese characteristics. 


PROCEDURE 


Although the problem itself is purely hypothetical, it 
was designed from an eccurete topogrephy, The selected site 
is approximately nineteen acres in size, It ie a plese of 
high lend end @iseloses besutiful views of the surrounding 
country. 

After the site wee selected, careful studies of its to- 
pography were meade to determine the best location for the house 
end ite reletion to the verious features of the estate, such 
ee the gardens, walks, drives, service eres, swiwsing pool, 
tennis court and the vistes over the surrounding country. 
From these preliminary sketches e« generel plen wes drewn to 
® seole of one inch equals thirty feet, This plen was then 
 tpaneferreé to water color paper, traced in ink, and rendered 


in Chinese ink es shown ts \ Mate 1. 

A dpewing of the area ed Jeees at to the house and the 
gerdens was next onlarged in order to show more clesrly the 
landscape development, This enlarged plen was drawn to a 
scale of one inch equals ten foot, It was aleo transferred 
to water color paper, inked, end pendered in Chinese ink os 
shown in Plate II, Other plens such as the grading plan end 
planting plan of the same eres, in the same scale, were — 
drewn on vellum in ink, They are shown in Plates III end IV, 


DESCRIPTION OF DESIGN 


in this design, ® well enclosed garden end a courtyard 
garden are the mein thomess There gardens were pleced in 
intimate relation to the house end somewhat 4n the Chinese 
manner, Rocks and trained ploturesque trees, flagstone paved 
aress and pavilions were introduced in the gerden in order to 
Give it some of the characters comion to Chinese gardens, The 
walled gerden south of the house can be enjoyed from the Live 
ing room, In this garden, e rectangular pool ts pleced in the 
middle. With two pleces of fentastic shaped rocks protruding 
from ite woter surface, it became the keynote of the design, 
Most of the ground in this gardeny except the shrub borders 
slong the gerden wall, wes paved. These borders arc enclosed 
by low wells which ere two and oneehalf feet high end are in 
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tile grille works A acon door opens through the wall on the 
west side of the garden Voeding cco a neturalistic erea with 
open lewns end woods, 

Another garden, the pa he iaiets ie enclosed on 
three sides by the house end on the fourth side by e covered 
corridor, This garden cen also be enjoyed from the living 
room through large plete glasa windows, The dominate feature 
of this garden is the T'al or the terrace bed in the middle. 
This bed was enclosed by a well one and one-half feet highs 
* goell pleturesque treo end » broadleaf evergreen wore 
planted in this bed, These would give it « beautiful effect 
in apring when the plants ere in bloom, Pavoment was also 
used in this gerden instead of turf, The covered corridor 
decorated with ertistic railings is slso en outstanding 
feature in this garden, This corridor, at the west side of 
the courtyerd garden, serves os en passage wey between the 
living room end the study. 

The third garden is the perennial garden located north 
of the house. It cen not be seen from the house, This garden 
is enclosed by an evergreen hedge and wall, The beauty of 
the perennial gerden is enhanced by the lotus pool shown in 
the design, It would bo « pléasent plece to visit during 
summer time when the lotus are in bloom and the summer breeze 
cerries their fragrance through the gardon. 

fo the north of the perennial gerden is a swimming pool 


thirty-five by sixty foot. To the eest of the swimutng pool 
ts @ paved tennis court, Both are approeched from the house 
vy shrub and flower bordered welke and yet without inter- 
ference with the gerden. | 


SUMMARY 


As e result of this study, 1t is felt that this kind of 
lendseape design should be adepteble, in many instences, to 
estetes in the United States. 

An American estate showing Chinese influence could be 
just ee funetional and precticel es other styles of lendsceape 
design, The wall enclosed end the courtyard gerdens give 
privacy, are easy to meintein end produce lesting effects erd 
permanent beeuty, The ploasing eppearence in these gardens 
is still preserved in winter deys when most of the plent 
meterials in the gerdens sre dormant. 

Due to climatic and geologic sintlerities, the construc 
tion end plent meteriels used in American landscape design do 
not differ greatly from those used in China, It would be 
difficult, however, in this country to hire Greftemen that 
possessed the teste end ertistry to execute the beautiful end 
intrieate designs commonly found in Chinese gerdens, 
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PLATE 


PLANTING PLAN fOR HOUSE AND GARDEN AREAS 
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Quinlen for his invelueble esaistence in outlining the 
problem end for his conetrugtive eriticiem of the design, 
and to Dre We Fs Pickett and Professor Ry J, Garnett for 
their helpful suggestions. 


tee 5 a  iae 


7 = 300 pEy 


Ashton Leigh, and Basil G 
Chinese art. Death Greys and Paber, 392 pe 1935s 
Boors Lens 
Chines ph tactsins Two volumen, Berling De 
Weamuthsy 1925. erent 
Hows: Edwin Leclede.s 
so garden architecture, Now Yorks Maenillan, 1932, 


and Theodora 
oe _ dvotion Ps lendsespe setae a low York, Macmillan, 


Int, a 
oo 9b and gardens. Honolulu, Fong Inn's Linited, 


Kerby, Kates 
fn Old Chinese gardens Shenghet, Chines Chung we Dook 
: | 


Kuck, Loreine fb, : 
The art of * Japaneso gerdons, Now Yorks John Dey Compeny. 
291 pe 2WDlwWs 


Kuck, Loraine ig, end Richard C, Tonge. 
The tropl Lenk gerien, Yow Yorks Reomillens 376 pe 1934. 


shes > Florence Lee, 
In the Chinese cardens New Yorks John Dey Compeny, 112 p. 


* 


Oipbing Os avalds | 
he imperiel pelaces of Peking, Three volumes, Perla 
ond Brussels, Ge Ven Coat, Nede 


Soulie, Cherles 
A history of Chinese art from ancient times to the present 
gl POE Trensle ee ” a Cy Wheeler, New Yorks J, Cape and 
* 


Yon. Perse Bt 
nese inriuense of European garden structures, Canbridge, 
Ecccaueete, Harvard University Press, 209 pe 1936s 


